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hopeful condition, putting in order England's finances,
which Mary had left in a shocking state, strengthening her
position both at home and abroad, and above all, keeping on
pretty good terms with Spain and refusing to be drawn into
the major European war with Philip which the extreme
Protestants were trying to precipitate. Her task at home was
harder than it may appear when we read of the enthusiasm
with which the Londoners greeted her accession. London was
the most Protestant part of England and Elizabeth easily
gained its heart. But she had also to gain the hearts of a host
of factious nobles and Catholic or semi-Catholic squires.
Part of her success wras due to the splendour and dignity of
her court. The court again dominated English life under
Elizabeth as it dominated it in the reign of Henry VIII and
now it became something different from any previous court
in English history.

The worship of Elizabeth, the royal virgin, "Faith's pure
Shield, the Christian Diana53, to whose cause the hearts of all
true Englishmen were supposed to be patriotically and
chivalrously devoted, was both a romantic idyll and a kind
of religion, supplying the English Protestants with a badly
needed mythology, more national in character than the
mariolatry of the counter-reformation, and having the ad-
vantage of being incarnated in a living woman. Elizabethan
poetry cannot be understood unless we appreciate this fact*
When Armado in Love's Labour's Lost says "I do adore thy
sweet grace's slipper," he is speaking the language of the
whole of Elizabethan England. Elizabeth and her court be-
came the focus of the English imagination as well as the
centre of political life. Shakespeare may place his scenes of
courtly life in Athens, Tllyria, Sicily, Denmark or Bohemia,
but the grace and the charm of Theseus and Hippolyta, Viola
and Olivia, Beatrice, Hamlet and Florizel belong to the
court of Elizabeth.

The direct influence on Elizabethan poetry of the gorgeous |
shows and pageants in which Elizabeth delighted was great,
and their indirect influence must have been even greater.
They filled the gap left in the popular imagination by the
disappearance of the gorgeous ritual and processions of the
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